


Students take care of egg laying chickens.

By being a child sponsor, you have directly supported projects like the ones below. Your 
ongoing support sustains our long-term development work which impacts the lives of children, 
their families and communities for generations to come.

Together we are making an invaluable difference to the lives of people in Thailand.

To learn more about Plan’s work in Thailand visit:

www.plan.org.au/ourwork/ourwork/asia/thailand

Focus on rights
The opportunity to learn is giving students like 
Kritsadar the confidence to think beyond the 
systems their communities have used for years, 
expanding their horizons. Kritsadar is even 
turning to new subjects, saying: “I like history 
and geography.”
The college encourages students to explore their 
interests and share their views, which in turn 
builds their self-esteem. An essential part of the 
curriculum focuses on young people’s rights, 
making sure they understand that education, 
healthcare and even citizenship are not luxuries, 
but entitlements set out in the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child, the 
international human rights treaty.

For Rattigar, discovering she has rights has led to 
other gains. After her teachers guided Rattigar 
through the process of gaining Thai citizenship, 
she applied to the government to be legally 
recognised as a national of the country. When 
this was granted, Rattigar finally had the status 
and the stability to pursue her ambitions. 

Some names have been changed for child protection and 
privacy reasons.
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HIGHLIGHTS IN 2010

“At first, I didn’t want to study agriculture,” says 
Rattigar. “People said studying agriculture at 
school is not necessary since we already work on 
the farm.”

Rattigar is a first year student at the Chiang Rai 
College of Agriculture and Technology, north 
Thailand. She is learning skills that will last her 
for life.

Despite her initial misgivings, Rattigar is very 
pleased she decided to persevere with her course. 
Like many of her friends, she knows just how 
scarce opportunities for further education are in 
this part of the country.

“In the mountainous and remote areas like this, 
there are hardly any higher education institutions 
students can attend,” she says.

Rattigar lives in Maefaluang, in Chiang Rai. 
Travelling to colleges in other parts of Thailand is 
not an option for most young people in this area. 
Around 19 percent of the region’s population lives 
in extreme poverty. Supporting their children to 
live elsewhere and continue in education is an 
expense many parents cannot afford.

A large number of families living along Thailand’s 
northernmost borders are migrants, having moved 
over from neighbouring Myanmar (also known as 
Burma). Most have no legal status as Thai citizens 
and have not registered their children’s births. 

Skills for community good
The majority of secondary school pupils leave aged 
15 to work, going on to help their parents farm 
the land or look for other opportunities to add 
to the family income. Yet with few skills, most are 
condemned to a life of poverty.

After listening to young people’s concerns, Plan 
has helped establish the college in Chiang Rai to 
offer young people the chance to continue their 
studies whilst gaining skills that will benefit their 
families and communities.

The emphasis is on practical training. Students 
learn the best farming methods by practising on 
model plots. Kritsadar, Rattigar’s classmate, had 
similar doubts about the point of taking classes in 
agriculture. But once the course started he saw 
how choosing the right crops, mastering growing 
techniques and making efficient use of resources 
would increase his family’s yields and income.

Having taken his first vocational certificate, 
Kritsadar is now studying for the next level and is 
confident his developing knowledge will help him 
build a more profitable future.

Case Study: Not too remote for learning

•	 Established student banks in Chiang Rai and 
	 Srisaket, east Thailand, enabling more than 
	 3,000 young people to learn about managing 
	 their finances

•	 Provided training for 200 community leaders 
	 through child protection committees. 
	 The training focused on helping girls protect 
	 themselves from all forms of violence

•	 Trained 65 volunteers to work on home-based 
	 care and stimulation for very young children. 
	 The volunteers went on to train more 
	 volunteers across a further six communities

Children sit on ground during school field trip.
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