
ZIMBABWE

ZAMBIA

YEMEN

VIETNAM

SOMOA

VENEZUELA

VANUATU

UZBEKISTAN

URUGUAY

UNITED STATES

U. K.

U.A.E.

UKRAINE

UGANDA

TURKMENISTAN

TURKEY

TUNISIA

TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

TONGA

TOGO

THAILAND

TANZANIA

TAJIKISTAN

SYRIA

SWITZ.

SWEDEN

SWAZILAND

SURINAME

SUDAN

SRI LANKA

SPAIN

SOUTH AFRICA

SOMALIA

SLOVENIA

SLOVAKIA

SIERRA
LEONE

SENEGAL

SAUDI ARABIA

SAO TOME & PRINCIPE

SAN MAR.

ST VINCENT & THE GRENADINES
ST LUCIA

ST KITTS & NEVIS

RWANDA

RUSSIA

ROMANIA

QATAR

PUERTO
RICO

PORTUGAL

POLAND

PHILIPPINES

PERU

PARAGUAY

PAPUA
NEW GUINEA

PANAMA

PAKISTAN

OMAN

NORWAY

NIGERIA

NIGER

NICARAGUA

NEW ZEALAND

NETH.

NEPAL

NAMIBIA

MOZAMBIQUE

MOROCCO

MONGOLIA

MOLD.

MEXICO

MAURITIUS

MAURITANIA

MALTA

MALI

MALAYSIA

MALAWI

MADAGASCAR

MACE.

LUX.

LITHUANIA

LIECH.

LIBYA

LIBERIA

LESOTHO

LEBANON

LATVIA

KYRGYZSTAN

KUWAIT

SOUTH
KOREA

NORTH KOREA

KENYA

KAZAKHSTAN

JORDAN

JAPAN

JAMAICA

ITALY

ISRAEL

IRELAND

IRAQ

IRAN

I N D O N E S I A

INDIA

ICELAND

HUNGARY

HONDURAS

HAITI

GUYANA

GUINEA-BISSAU
GUINEA

GUATEMALA
GRENADA

GREENLAND

GREECE

GHANA

GERMANY

GEORGIA

GAMBIA

GABON

FRENCH
GUIANA

FRANCE

FINLAND

FIJI

FALKLAND ISLANDS

CANARY ISLANDS

AZORES

REUNION

TAIWAN

SAKHALIN

KURIL ISLANDS

TIERRA DEL FUEGO
SOUTH GEORGIA

ETHIOPIA

ESTONIA

ERITREA

EQUATORIAL GUINEA

EL SALVADOR

EGYPT

ECUADOR

DOM.
REP.

DOMINICA

DIJBOUTI

DENMARK

CZECH REP.

CYPRUS

CUBA

CROATIA

COTE D'IVOIRE COSTA RICA

CONGO

DEM. REPUBLIC
OF CONGO

COMOROS

COLOMBIA

CHINA

CHILE

CHAD

CENTRAL AFRICA REPUBLIC

CAPE VERDE

CANADA

CAMEROON

BURUNDI

BURKINA FASO

BULGARIA

BRAZIL

BOTSWANA

BOSNIA &
HERZ.

BOLIVIA

MYANMAR

BENIN

BELIZE

BELGIUM

BELARUS

BARBADOS

BANGLADESH

BAHRAIN
BAHAMAS

AZERB.

AUSTRIA

AUSTRALIA

ARMENIA

ARGENTINA

ANTIGUA & BARBUDA

ANGOLA

AND.

ALGERIA

ALBANIA

AFGHANISTAN

WESTERN SAHARA
(OCCUPIED BY MOROCCO)

SERBIA
MONT.

Country Office
Program Units

INDONESIA

Jakarta

Medan

Palembang
Samarinda

Makasar

Dompu

Sikka Lembata

Kefa
Soe

Kebumen

Grobogan

Rembang Surabaya

About Indonesia
Indonesia is an archipelago of 17,000 islands, containing many 
different indigenous groups. Despite its population and abundant 
natural resources, poverty remains a big problem. 

Compounding this, natural disasters frequently strike the country. 

Plan started work in Indonesia in 1969 and is currently present in 
six provinces.

Problems affecting the children of Indonesia
•	 Communities lack access to clean water and decent 
	 sanitation 

•	 Poor communities lack opportunities to better themselves 
	 economically 

•	 Children living in the most difficult circumstances are often 
	 subject to abuse
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Plan is working to boost nursery education 

1	 A healthy environment
•	 Improving basic community health centres and supporting 
	 health training in schools

•	 Training teenagers on sexual and reproductive health issues

2	 Nursery and primary education
•	 Working to boost nursery education and running a primary 
	 school improvement programme

3	 Household economic security
•	 Helping poor families improve their incomes and manage their 
	 resources more effectively

4	 Children’s participation and protection
•	 Working to protect children who have been sexually exploited 
	 or are living on the streets 

•	 Helping children take part in decision-making in their communities

5	D isaster response
•	 Working to help communities rebuild their lives in areas 
	 affected by the tsunami of 2004 and the Yogyakarta earthquake 
	 of 2006. 

•	 Helping local people be better prepared for future disasters 

 

PLAN’S PRIORITIES IN INDONESIA

Mother, involved in Plan’s Community Managed Nutrition Project, 
cooks a healthy meal for her son.
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Children’s Rights Group talking about the issues they face.

By being a child sponsor, you have directly supported projects like the ones below. Your 
ongoing support sustains our long-term development work which impacts the lives of children, 
their families and communities for generations to come.

Together we are making an invaluable difference to the lives of people in Indonesia.

To learn more about Plan’s work in Indonesia visit:

www.plan.org.au/ourwork/asia/indonesia

Channelling enthusiasm
By harnessing the passion of children and 
young people like Antonius, Plan can create 
radical and lasting change.

“When I was 14, I joined a children’s 
community called Kompak. I wanted to fix 
things, change things for the better, and 
channel my talents.”

Being active matters to Antonius. “The 
thing I hate the most is when my friends, 
who also come to many meetings, 
representing their villages, do not speak 
up. They are too passive. For me, they 
fail to carry out the duty they have been 
entrusted with.”

“My life has been transformed because 
of Plan. I have attended many meetings 
and learned many new things. I have many 
new friends, from all over Indonesia. I 
have friends from different ethnic groups, 
provinces, religions and 
cultural backgrounds.”

“Plan and Kompak have played a very 
significant role in transforming my life. Now 
I know my rights, I know what I have to do 
and I know how to help other children.”

Across Indonesia, Plan-backed children’s 
clubs are enabling young people like 
Antonius to realise their rights and change 
their communities. And little by little, their 
efforts are building into an impressive 
cumulative effect.
Some names have been changed for child protection and 
privacy reasons.

Produced for Indonesia by Plan International Australia.

HIGHLIGHTS IN 2010

Children’s rights are at the centre of Plan’s 
work. The right to education, decent 
healthcare, clean water and physical safety 
define what we do.

Plan works to raise awareness of children’s 
rights among politicians, parents, teachers, 
the police and others in positions of authority. 
But we also think it’s really important that 
children themselves are aware of their rights, 
so they know when mistreatment is taking 
place. And once they grow up they will be 
more likely to treat their own children better.

In Kebumen, southern Java, Plan works with 
youth forums and clubs to make children 
aware of their rights and the possibility 
of participation in community decision-
making. Antonius, now 16, is one of the most 
enthusiastic members of Kompak, a Plan-
supported children’s club. He talks excitedly 
about Plan’s approach:

“Plan targeted many people and various 
institutions so that all children can be 
literate,” he says. “It creates a ripple effect, 
down to my neighbourhood.”

Awareness works
Antonius has seen tangible changes since 
Plan began work in his community. “In my 
village, early marriages declined after Plan 
came. Why? Because parents started to 
realise that young kids should not be married. 
Now if anyone tries to force their daughter to 
marry at a young age, they will be criticised 
by the community until they change 
their minds.”

That’s not all. Kompak and Plan have also 
organised many meetings that involved 
regional administration officials from various 
agencies, including the police. What was 
the result? Kebumen district produced a 
bylaw protecting children and discouraging 
early marriage. 

“So if we know of people who want to force 
their children to get married, we can report 
the case to the police and they will act 
according to the bylaw.” 

The same approach works with bullying, 
says Antonius: “After a series of events to 
raise awareness of the problem, kids stopped 
bullying other children. Not only do they now 
know that it’s the wrong thing to do, they 
also know that the adults can report bullying 
to the police.” 

This is a really important change for Antonius. 
“I don’t like to see my friends get bullied and 
I hate it when other children get beaten by 
their parents,” he says.

CASE STUDY: Active child citizens

“Now I know my rights, I know 
what I have to do and I know 
how to help other children.”

•	 Established 136 community water supply 
	 systems providing over 800,000 people 
	 with clean, safe water

•	 Supported the building of 16,000 family 
	 toilets to help eradicate the diseases 
	 caused by open defecation

•	 Ran disaster risk reduction training in 
	 more than 50 communities, training 
	 children and communities on how to 
	 prepare for and survive natural disasters

•	 Set up 10 temporary school buildings and 
	 provided school kits for 2,500 children hit 
	 by the Padang earthquake 

Mother feeding daughter a nutritious meal.
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